
Virtual Choir Resource Guide 

Guide Track Equipment 
The following is a list of equipment needed to get started and to create guide tracks for your singers. 
The possibilities are endless here but the most basic equipment for recording tracks is anything that 
records a video! I record myself conducting and the accompaniment at the same time (we have an 
accompanist) to make sure that things line up perfectly. I DO NOT sing at the same time because 
each layer of sound needs to be a single layer. 

 

What I use: 

Canon XA11 Professional Camcorder - $1299 We purchased two of these cameras to livestream 
our church services. I just happen to be able to use these to record both my directing and the piano 
simultaneously. This is a really nice quality camera but is completely unnecessary.  

Tascam DR-05X - $89.99 (Sweetwater) I purchased two of these (one for myself and one for the 
person who records our tenor and bass tracks). This ensures that our tracks are all on the same 
playing field for sound quality and they need far less editing when preparing guide tracks. This is 
mainly a time saver. 

What you can use to save money: 
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Smartphone (any type) When the need arises, I just use my phone. This is also what I use to record 
my own video (singing). It works just fine and you can adjust the filter depending on your lighting. But 
the rule of thumb is the more lighting on you, the better. This eliminates awkward shadows. 

Smartphones are an all-in-one recording device that are small and easy to set up anywhere. There is 
no real need to record your audio on a separate device. I use the above-mentioned device because it 
creates a professional level audio recording that does not need much editing (if any) which saves me 
time. 

Smartphone Tripod (any type) I use a tripod to hold my smartphone while recording. This eliminates 
the need for me to get creative when trying to figure out how to get the phone to stay where I put it 
and to get a better height. These range in price from $11.99 - $50.00 (or more). 

It should be mentioned that you do not need any video of these to make a great virtual choir project. 
This is all about choice, style and interpretation. You can easily use audio alone and any variation in 
equipment that you can imagine to get the job done. 

Audio Editing Software 
This is a fairly comprehensive list of audio-editing software. The software that I use is labeled with an 
asterisk. Some people skip this step all together. It is certainly a preference thing, but the use of 
audio-only software helps greatly in controlling the final product’s sound and making it the best that it 
can be. Some of the post production video software allows for minimum audio mixing, but not all. 

Audacity – FREE This free and simple program is available for Windows, Mac, GNC/Linux and other 
operating systems. It is fairly easy to use and intuitive software. This is a great beginner software but 
may have trouble with very large numbers of audio tracks (100+). 

Cakewalk – FREE This is the most professional free audio editing software available. It is available 
for Windows. There is a version that is compatible for Mac operating systems as well. It is fairly 
intuitive but has more bells and whistles than Audacity so has a slightly higher learning curve. 

*Cubase 10.5 Pro - $552 (Sweetwater) Download/$579 (Sweetwater) Boxed This is a very high-
end audio editing software. It handles audio very easily and produces very professional results. I use 
this software mainly because I already knew the platform and knew that it would be easier to produce 
very nice mixes. There are also different levels to the Cubase platform ranging from $99.99-$579. 
This is available for Mac and Windows. 
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GarageBand - FREE This is a Mac only software that comes pre-installed on Mac devices. It is very 
basic in its setup but will work and is intuitive. 

Logic Pro - $199 (90 day FREE Trial) This is another Mac only software. This is the upgrade from 
GarageBand. It will handle more and is still easy to use. 

Melodyne Studio - $99-$849 The full-studio version is the $849 option. This software has pitch and 
rhythm correcting capabilities that are easy to use. This is one of the most widely used software for 
audio editing. 

Pro Tools - $29.99 - $79.99/Month This is a comprehensive audio editing software from Avid. This 
program available for both Windows and Mac. 

Reaper - $60-225 License (60 day FREE Trial) This is the competitor to Cubase. It is a very high-
end, professional level audio mixing software. The $60 version is available for education/non-profit 
organizations. This is available for Mac and Windows. 

Video Editing Software 
I have narrowed down this list to those programs that are capable of putting together several 
individual videos at once (Brady Bunch Style). The software that I use is labeled with an asterisk. 
These programs require massive amounts of storage and RAM. The computer that I use for my 
videos is a MacBook Pro 16” with 1TB of storage, 64GB of memory, and a 2.3GHz 8-core processor. 
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I knew that I would be doing this on a weekly basis and needed a machine that could handle the work 
load. So far, it has been worth the investment. 

Adobe Premier Elements - $99.99 Has several features for quality video editing. There is also a Pro 
version that completes the package and has more functions and capability. This is available for Mac 
and Windows. 

Adobe Premier Pro - $20.99-$52.99 This is a do-it-all package. The price range is primarily based 
on the number of components that you choose to add. This is available for Mac and Windows. 

Davinci Resolve – FREE-$299 This is a very nice free version of video editing software. It is 
available for Mac, Windows and Linux operating systems. 

*Final Cut Pro X - $299 (90 day Free Trial) This is a Mac only program that can handle it all. There 
are a plethora of YouTube videos available for troubleshooting and utilizing features. As with most 
Mac products, it is very intuitive. If you have used iMovie before, it will be a fairly easy transition. 

 

Movavi – FREE-$129.95 This program is widely used and can handle several tracks depending on 
the version that you purchase. It is available for Windows and Mac. 

Miscellaneous Software/Resources 
Below are software programs that I use for different components of the process. Of course, there are 
other options for each of these, but those possibilities are seemingly endless. 
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Dropbox I use Dropbox for all of my storage and file receiving needs. One hack that I have found 
useful is the use of file requests. This is a link that is sent to your choir members that will walk them 
through the process of uploading their files. Dropbox easily accepts any file type and seamlessly 
moves files on and off of your computer. It is also nice to use as a file/system backup for your 
computer. I regularly offload my files to Dropbox to save room on my computer (to make programs 
run more smoothly and faster). 

PowerPoint/Word I use PowerPoint or Word to create the grids that I use to organize my video 
submissions in Final Cut Pro X. You can use anything really (whatever is most comfortable for you). 
Some of the video editing software programs even come with grids pre-installed. 

Motion Worship This online resource for motion backgrounds is a go-to for me for worship friendly 
backdrops to my videos. There is a $50 per year subscription fee to use the resources on the site. 
The plus-side is that this could be shared with other video producers at your church for more bang for 
your buck (think Livestream services, video announcements, etc). https://www.motionworship.com/ 

Pixabay There are many, many free motion videos available on Pixabay. They are not worship 
specific, but another great resource for video backdrops and non-singer related video content (to 
break things up sometimes). There are also fee-based videos available through this site. 
https://pixabay.com 

Facebook There are many helpful groups out there to use as resources in this process. People are 
usually available in every time zone to answer questions and provide options or creative work-
arounds for your trouble-shooting. I have found the group Virtual Choir Forum to be particularly 
helpful. 

Of course, your biggest resource is time and other virtual choir creators. I have found that people are 
very interested in sharing their techniques, tips, tricks and training as we all just want to see singing 
survive and thrive no matter what. This process takes time and there are parts of it that are simply put 
– tedious. But it is also a way to access your creative outlet and continue to make music together. In 
time, you may even find that you enjoy it! 

 

Lauren Grangaard                   
All Saints Lutheran Church – Worthington, Ohio                
Director of Music Ministry and Worship 


