
SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
WITH THE ASSOCIATION OF LUTHERAN CHURCH MUSICIANS

IN THE 500TH ANIVERSARY YEAR OF THE REFORMATION (1517)

EVENING PRAYER

INVITATORY

Rerum, Deus, tenax vigor,
immotus in te permanens,
lucis diurnæ tempora
successibus determinans,

Largire clarum vespere,
quo vita numquam decidat,
sed præmium mortis sacræ
perennis instet gloria.

Præsta, Pater piissime,
Patrique compar Unice,
cum Spiritu Paraclito
regnans per omne sæculum.

O God, creation’s secret force,
yourself unmoved, all motion’s source,
who from the morn till evening’s ray
through every change direct the day.

Your light at eventide impart,
that light from us may never depart;
but let a holy death accord
eternal glory with the Lord.

Almighty Father, hear our cry,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord most high,
and with the Spirit Paraclete,
whose reign the endless ages greet.

Text: Office hymn, St. Ambrose of Milan (340-397), tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt., and composite.
Tune: VENI REDEMPTOR GENTIUM, Mode II. 

PRELUDE   Gregorian Chant



HYMN 



PSALM 127
GOD, GIVER OF STRENGTH AND LIFE: A PILGRIMAGE SONG
Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for God is at work in you both to will and to 
work according to the divine good pleasure.  (Phil 2: 12-13)

If the Lord does not build the house,
in vain do its builders labor;

if the Lord does not watch over the city,
in vain do the watchers keep vigil.

In vain is your earlier rising,
your going later to rest,

you who toil for the bread you eat,
while he pours gifts on his beloved while they slumber.

Cantors

All

Cantors

All

)

Be seated.

Coller



PSALM 8
DIVINE MAJESTY AND HUMAN DIGNITY
We see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels, crowned with glory and honor 

How great is your name, O Lord our God,
through all the earth!

Your majesty is praised above the heavens;
on the lips of children and of babes

Cantors

All

Yes, children are a gift from the Lord –
a blessing, the fruit of the womb.

The sons and daughters of youth
are like arrows in the hand of a warrior.

O the happiness of those 
with these arrows!

They will have no cause for shame
when they dispute with their foes in the gateways.

Cantors

All

Cantors

All

Coller

Coller



All of them, sheep and cattle,
yes, even the savage beasts,

birds of the air, and
that make their way through the waters.

How great is your name, O Lord our God
through all the earth!

All

Cantors

All

you have found praise to foil your enemy,
to silence the foe and the rebel.

When I see the heavens, the work of your hands,
the moon and the stars which you arranged,

What are we that you should keep us in mind,
men and women that you care for us?

Yet you have made us little less than gods;
and crowned us with glory and honor,

gave us power over the works of your hands,
put all things under our feet. 

Cantors

All

Cantors

All

Cantors

Coller



PSALM 138
THANKSGIVING TO A FAITHFUL GOD

Who will deliver me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
(Rom 7: 24-25)

1. I thank you, Lord, with all my heart,
you have heard the words of my mouth.
In the presence of the angels I will bless you.
I will adore before your holy temple.

2. I thank you for your faithfulness and love
which excel all we ever knew of you.
On the day I called, you answered;
you increased the strength of my soul.

3. All earth’s kings shall thank you
when they hear the words of your mouth.
They shall sing of the Lord’s ways:
“How great is the glory of the Lord!”

4. The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly
and the haughty he knows from afar.

you give me life and frustrate my foes.

5. You stretch out your hand and save me,
your hand will do all things for me.
Your love, O Lord, is eternal,
discard not the work of your hands.

6. Give glory to the Father almighty,
to his Son, Jesus Christ, the Lord,
to the Spirit, who dwells in our hearts,
both now and for ever. Amen.



READING    Ephesians 4: 1-6, 17-24                   One Lord, one faith, one baptism 

SILENT REFLECTION       

RESPONSE All stand and sing.        



MAGNIFICAT



THE LORD’S PRAYER

LITANY  Hear our prayer!

BLESSING   Thanks be to God!



10

HYMN



11

COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Psalm tones for Psalm 127, 8: Fr. Jerome Coller, O.S.B., Saint John’s Abbey, Collegeville, MN.
Psalm 138 by David Clarke Isele: © G.I.A. Publications, Inc.
Response to reading by Robert LeBlanc © GIA Publications, Inc.
Lord’s Prayer: St. Joseph Abbey, St. Joseph, LA. Use with permission.
Closing hymn: Text and tune © Oxford University Press, Inc.
Items © GIA Publications and Oxford University Press reprinted with permission under OneLicense #A-704249. 
All rights reserved.  SJA 7.10.17  500.



12


