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Dear ALCM friends, 

I am so glad you have chosen to 
come to Valparaiso for your 
annual conƟnuing educaƟon 
conference. This week you will 
experience wonderful worship 
in the magnificent Chapel of the 
ResurrecƟon. You will hear from 
presenters covering a variety of 
topics helpful to your day-to-

day ministries. You will be inspired by our next generaƟon of music 
leaders as they complete the 2024 Lutheran Summer Music Program. 
And you will experience a stunning performance of the St. John 
Passion in this, it’s 300th anniversary year.  

I am glad we can experience all these things together through the 
AssociaƟon of Lutheran Church Musicians. A big thank you to our 
ALCM educaƟon coordinator, Adam Lefever Hughes, and his enƟre 
commiƩee for planning and organizing this conference. They have all 
been a joy to partner with. BeƩy Sergent and Cheryl Dieter in our 
ALCM office faithfully and expertly managed the many administraƟve 
details leading up to this week. 

We are so grateful to Pauline and John KilƟnen for underwriƟng the 
St. John Passion and to Mark and Kathy Helge for underwriƟng the 
streaming and recording of the conference. These major contributors 
along with all who donated to this conference have truly made it a 
very special event. 

I hope you have a marvelous experience this week and then plan to 
join us again in Raleigh/Durham for ALCM’s 2025 biennial conference 
August 4–8, 2025. The fabulous Duke Chapel is only one of the 
amazing worship spaces we will experience in 2025. Voces8, The 
Raleigh Ringers, and Tom Trenney are a few of the many conference 
highlights to look forward to.  

Thank you for your work as a Lutheran church musician. It is a joy to 
serve with you in our important vocaƟon. 

Jim Rindelaub 
ExecuƟve Director 
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AŌer months of dreaming 
together about the possibiliƟes 
for this conference, I am so 
pleased to welcome you to 
From GeneraƟon to 
GeneraƟon: Ponder Anew! On 
behalf of the planning 
commiƩee, I hope the coming 
days will provide chances to 
connect with old friends and 
make new ones, to share your 

stories and to listen to others’, and to explore how the God of ages 
past is our ever-present bedrock coming to us in ever-new ways.  

Scheduling this conference at the start of Lutheran Summer Music’s 
fesƟval week is no accident. Such Ɵming allows us past, present, and 
future church musicians to explore our skills and tune our hearts to 
sing God’s praise together. I pray you will use this opportunity to 
strike up conversaƟons from generaƟon to generaƟon about the 
craŌ of church music and how God is working in our Ɵme. 

Like generaƟons before us we find ourselves living in challenging 
Ɵmes with fewer resources, divided aƩenƟons, and differing 
prioriƟes. Yet, God’s presence is ever sure, guiding God’s people 
toward the future. This week we invite you to ponder anew what 
this future may be, how God is calling us to lead and serve the 
church’s song, and what we can do to nurture and equip one 
another to meet the challenges of our Ɵme. 

So, friends, be renewed this week through great music, sincere 
worship, and meaningful fellowship. Make connecƟons and build 
friendships so that when you return to the challenges of daily 
ministry you can do so with a network of support.  Most of all, take 
Ɵme to learn and take Ɵme to listen to how the Spirit is calling the 
church to stand on the promises of the past and lead toward the 
future.  

Adam Hughes, 
Conference Chair 

810 Freeman Street 
Valparaiso, IN 46383   

office@alcm.org 
ALCM.org 

(219) 548-2526 
(800) 624-2526 

@ALCMusicians 

alcmusicians  

@AssociaƟon of  
Lutheran Church Musicians 
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Items in gold typeface indicate joint offerings with the Lutheran Summer Music (LSM) community.  

Workshops are arranged in alphabeƟcal order in both the schedule slots and in descripƟons (pages 11-13). 
Each workshop is offered twice. Refer to the workshop descripƟons for days and Ɵmes. Unless otherwise 
noted, all group learning sessions are offered only once.  

Exhibit Hours 
Exhibits are located in the Harre Union Ballroom (second floor), which also serves as the primary meeƟng 
venue.  

 Sunday, July 21 Monday, July 22 Tuesday, July 23 Wednesday, July 24 

 6:00–9:00 pm 8:00 am–3:00 pm 1:00–6:00 pm 1:00–4:00 pm 
   7:00–10:00 pm 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 21, 2024 
6:00–9:00 pm RegistraƟon and Exhibits Open [President’s Foyer and Harre Union Ballrooms]  

6:00–9:00 pm Dorm Check-in [Beacon Hall]  Please note: There is a $50 fee for lost or 
unreturned dorm keys  

MONDAY, JULY 22, 2024 
7:00–8:30 am  Breakfast [Harre Union Founders Table] included with dorm stay; others may 

purchase for $8.50 + tax 

8:00 am–3:30 pm  RegistraƟon Open [Outside Harre Union Ballrooms] 

8:00 am–3:00 pm  Exhibits Open [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

8:30–8:50 am  Morning Prayer [Chapel of the ResurrecƟon] with the LSM community 

9:30–10:00 am  Welcome, OrientaƟon, Skill Shares [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

10:00–10:45 am  Choristers Guild Reading Session [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

10:00–10:45 am  Peek Inside the LSM Worship “Laboratory” – LSM Worship Staff [Helge 
MulƟpurpose Room] 

11:40–11:45 am  Workshop Session I (Various LocaƟons)  

 Leading Paperless Music in Worship – Ana Hernández [Victory Bell] 

 Understanding Copyrights – Mark Lawson [Heritage] 

 Using Percussion in Worship – David Eyler [Bauer – in VU Center for the Arts] –
 runs from 11:10-11:55 am 

 To Infinity and Beyond: Soaring through ReƟrement – Todd Carrico [Alumni] 

 Cantatas in Context – Michael Costello [Brown and Gold] 

 Meaningful Music: SelecƟng Classical Piano Repertoire for Worship – Nicole 
Lee [Harre Union Ballrooms] 
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11:45 am–1:00 pm  Lunch [Harre Union Founders Table] included 

Noon–12:45 pm  Worship Leader Rehearsal for Gathering Eucharist [Chapel of the ResurrecƟon] 

1:00–1:45 pm Hope Publishing Reading Session  [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

1:15–1:45 pm  St. John Passion Chorus Rehearsal [Helge Rehearsal Room] ALCM Bach Choir 
ParƟcipants only 

2:00–3:30 pm  In-Depth Learning Session I (Various LocaƟons)  

 Sound Forth God’s Praise! Playing PracƟcum for Organists, part 1 – Stacie 

 Lightner [Bauer – in VU Center for the Arts] 

 Composing for the Church, part 1 – Anne Krentz Organ [Alumni] 

 Crossings: The Journey of the St. John Passion – Chad Fothergill [Suite 200] 

 Tune Up for Church Musicians, part 1 – Craig Mueller [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

 We Worship with Our Eyes Too: Liturgical/Visual Arts in the Church, part 1 –
 David VanderMeer [Brown and Gold] 

 Rewarding Rehearsals: Meaningful Enrichment for Children’s Choir Directors, 
part 1 – Ruth Sall [Helge Rehearsal Room] – runs from 2:15-3:30 pm 

4:00–5:15 pm  Gathering Eucharist [Chapel of the ResurrecƟon] 

5:00–6:30 pm  RegistraƟon Open [Outside Harre Uniion Ballrooms] 

 Dorm Check-in [Beacon Hall]  Please note: There is a $50 fee for lost  or 
unreturned dorm keys  

5:15–6:45 pm  Dinner [Harre Union Founders Table] included with registraƟon 

1:15–1:45 pm  St. John Passion Orchestra and Chorus Rehearsal [VUCA 1518] ALCM Bach Choir 
ParƟcipants only 

7:30 pm  LSM Faculty-Fellow Recital [Chapel of the ResurrecƟon] followed by Evening 
Prayer – free and open to the public 

TUESDAY, JULY 23, 2024 
7:00–8:30 am  Breakfast [Harre Union Founders Table] included with dorm stay; others may 

purchase for $8.50 + tax 

8:00 a.m.–noon  RegistraƟon Open [Outside Harre Union Ballrooms] 

8:30–8:50 am  Morning Prayer [Chapel of the ResurrecƟon] with the LSM community  

9:00–9:45 am  WORKSHOP SESSION II (Various LocaƟons) 

 Leading Paperless Music in Worship – Ana Hernández [Alumni] 

 Understanding Copyrights – Mark Lawson [Brown and Gold] 

 Using Percussion in Worship – David Eyler [Bauer – in VU Center for the Arts] 

 To Infinity and Beyond: Soaring through ReƟrement – Todd Carrico [Victory Bell] 

 Cantatas in Context – Michael Costello [Suite 200] 

 Meaningful Music: SelecƟng Classical Piano Repertoire for Worship – Nicole 
Lee [Harre Union Ballrooms]  

Tuesday Schedule 
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10:00–10:45 am  MorningStar Music Publishers Reading Session [Harre Union Ballrooms]  

  Peek Inside the LSM Worship “Laboratory” - LSM Worship Staff [Helge 
MulƟpurpose Room] 

11:00 am–noon  PLENARY St. John Passion Chorales [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

 Christopher Cock, ArƟsƟc Director of the Bach Collegium Valparaiso, 
provides insight into the placement of chorales in the St. John Passion and 
prepares conference aƩendees to sing them in preparaƟon for the 
conference-wide concert on Wednesday evening.  

noon–1:00 pm  Lunch [Harre Union Founders Table] included with registraƟon 

1:00 p.m.–6:00 pm  Exhibits Open [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

1:00 am–1:45 pm  GIA Publishers Reading Sessions [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

2:00–3:30 pm IN-DEPTH LEARNING SESSION II (Various LocaƟons) 

 Sound Forth God’s Praise: Service Playing PracƟcum for Organists, part 2 –
 Stacie Lightner [Bauer – in VU Center for the Arts] 

 Composing for the Church, part 2 – Anne Krentz Organ [Alumni] 

 Crossings: The Journey of the St. John Passion – Chad Fothergill [Brown and 
Gold] 

 Tune Up for Church Musicians, part 2 – Craig Mueller [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

 We Worship with Our Eyes Too: Liturgical/Visual Arts in the Church, part 2 –
 David VanderMeer [Suite 200] 

 Rewarding Rehearsals: Meaningful Enrichment for Children’s Choir Directors, 
part 2 – Ruth Sall [Helge Rehearsal Room]  

3:30–3:45 pm  Coffee Break [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

3:45–4:30 pm  Concordia Publishing House Reading Session [Harre Union Ballrooms]  

4:30–5:15 pm  Augsburg Fortress Reading Session [Harre Union Ballrooms]  

5:15–6:30 pm  Dinner – on your own 

6:30–7:00 pm Informal Chat with Christopher Cock [Chapel of the ResurrecƟon]  

7:00–10:00 pm  St. John Passion Dress Rehearsal [Chapel of the ResurrecƟon] ALCM Bach Choir 
ParƟcipants for the first 45 minutes 

7:00–10:00 pm  Exhibits Open [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

1:00–2:30 pm  Social Time with Cash Bar [Harre Union Ballrooms] sponsored by Augsburg 
Fortress 

Tuesday  Schedule  (cont.) 
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 24, 2024  
7:00–8:30 am  Breakfast [Harre Union Founders Table] included with dorm stay; others may 

purchase for $8.50 + tax 

 RegistraƟon Open [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

8:30–8:50 am  Morning Prayer with St. John Passion Chorales [Chapel of the ResurrecƟon] with 
the LSM community 

9:00–10:30 am  IN-DEPTH LEARNING SESSION III (Various LocaƟons) 

 Lutheran Worship in a New Key, part 1 – Chris Clay [Alumni] 

 Glad Praises We Sing: Service Playing PracƟcum for Pianists, part 1 – Stacie 
Lightner [Bauer – in VU Center for the Arts] 

 CreaƟve Use of Handbells/Handchimes in Worship – David VanderMeer [Helge 
Rehearsal Room] 

 Empowering Your Musicians and Gesture: A SupporƟng Role, part 1 – Shannon 
Gravelle [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

 Tune Up for Presiders and Preachers, part 1 – Craig Mueller [Brown and Gold] 

10:45–11:30 am  Fred Bock Publishing Company Reading Session [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

11:00–12:30 pm  St. John Passion Orchestra and Chorus Rehearsal [Chapel of the ResurrecƟon]
ALCM Bach Choir ParƟcipants  

11:30–noon  PLENARY “Choir ParƟcipaƟon: if and why it makes our hearts feel squishy and 
twinkly”  [Harre Union Ballrooms]  

 LSM choir director Dr. Shannon Gravelle and LSM student Naomi Tracy-
Hegg will present on their findings from a choir survey they conducted last 
summer. Their study asks the quesƟon, “what brings people joy?” and 
explores the factors that lead to a moving choral experience.  

noon–1:15 pm  Lunch [Harre Union Founders Table] included 

1:00–4:00 am  Exhibits Open [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

1:15–2:00 pm  WORKSHOP SESSION III (Various LocaƟons) 

 This Far by Faith at 25 – Barry Bobb and John Nunes [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

 The Role of the Choir: Then, Now, and Future – Alexa Doebele [Brown and Gold] 

 Raising Our Voices: Nurturing Children to Fully ParƟcipate in the Worshiping 
Community – Ruth Sall [Suite 200] 

 Seen and Unseen: The Visual Arts in Worship – Linda WiƩe Henke and Sara 
Nordling [Alumni] 

 Nurturing the CongregaƟon’s Voice from the Organ Bench: Tips, Tricks, and Your 
Stories – Julie Grindle [Bauer – in VU Center for the Arts] 

 Musings about MuseScore – Joel Stoppenhagen [Victory Bell] 

2:15–3:00 pm  Northwestern Publishing House Reading Session [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

3:05–4:00 pm  Coffee Break [Harre Union Ballrooms] LAST CHANCE FOR EXHIBITS 

Wednesday Schedule  
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4:00–4:45 pm  WORKSHOP SESSION IV (Various LocaƟons) repeat of WORKSHOP SESSION III 

 This Far by Faith at 25 – Barry Bobb and John Nunes [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

 The Role of the Choir: Then, Now, and Future – Alexa Doebele [Brown and Gold] 

 Raising Our Voices: Nurturing Children to Fully ParƟcipate in the Worshiping 
Community – Ruth Sall [Suite 200] 

 Seen and Unseen: The Visual Arts in Worship – Linda WiƩe Henke and Sara 
Nordling [Alumni] 

 Nurturing the CongregaƟon’s Voice from the Organ Bench: Tips, Tricks, and Your 
Stories – Julie Grindle [Bauer – in VU Center for the Arts] 

 Musings about MuseScore – Joel Stoppenhagen [Victory Bell] 

4:45–7:00 pm  Dinner – on your own 

5:00–6:00 pm  Worship Leader Rehearsal for Closing Eucharist [Chapel of the ResurrecƟon] 

5:00–7:00 pm Dorm Check-out [Beacon Hall]  Please note: There is a $50 fee for lost or 
unreturned dorm keys 

7:30–9:30 pm  Dinner – on your own 

7:30–9:30 pm  St. John Passion [Chapel of the ResurrecƟon] free and open to the public  

THURSDAY, JULY 25, 2024  
7:00–8:30 am  Breakfast [Harre Union Founders Table] included with dorm stay; others may 

purchase for $8.50 + tax 

7:00–8:30 am  Dorm Check-out [Beacon Hall] 

8:30–8:50 am  Morning Prayer [Chapel of the ResurrecƟon] with the LSM community 

9:00–10:30 am  IN-DEPTH LEARNING SESSION IV (Various LocaƟons)  

 Lutheran Worship in a New Key, part 2 – Chris Clay [Brown and Gold] 

 Glad Praises We Sing: Service Playing PracƟcum for Pianists, part 2 – Stacie 
Lightner [Helge Rehearsal Room] 

 CreaƟve Use of Handbells/Handchimes in Worship – David 
VanderMeer [UndercroŌ – Basement of Chapel of the ResurrecƟon] 

 Empowering Your Musicians and Gesture: A SupporƟng Role, part 2 – Shannon 
Gravelle [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

 Tune Up for Presiders and Preachers, part 2 – Craig Mueller [Alumni] 

11:00 am–12:15 pm  Sending Eucharist with Farewell and Godspeed [Chapel of the ResurrecƟon] 

12:15–1:15 pm  Informal Lunch ConversaƟons with Conference Planners and Presenters [Harre 
Union Founders Table] not included, cost – $10.75 + tax 

12:30–2:30 pm  Dorm Check-out [Beacon Hall]  Please note: There is a $50 fee for lost or 
unreturned dorm keys 

Thursday Schedule  
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Workshops will be offered at four different Ɵmes during the conference: 

 Monday, July 22 Tuesday, July 23 Wednesday, July 24 Wednesday, July 24 
 WORKSHOP I WORKSHOP II WORKSHOP III WORKSHOP IV 
 11:00-11:45 am 9:00-9:45 am 1:15-2:00 pm 4:00-4:45 pm 
 

Workshop Ɵtles are listed below in alphabeƟcal order. In addiƟon to workshops, four 90-minute in-depth 
learning sessions will provide opportuniƟes for more concentrated study.  

Cantatas in Context – Michael D. Costello 
The cantatas of J. S. Bach are an incredible witness to the ChrisƟan faith and a valuable contribuƟon to 
the proclamaƟon of the Word. Yet, with limited Ɵme and financial resources these tremendous works are 
oŌen leŌ behind. During this workshop we will consider how Bach’s sacred cantatas can be used in 
ChrisƟan worship in the 21st century. We will explore methods for finding, rehearsing, and performing 
selecƟons from cantatas (or even enƟre cantatas) in worship. 

Monday, 11:00-11:45 am [Brown and Gold] 
Tuesday, 9:00-9:45 am [Suite 200] 

To Infinity and Beyond: Soaring through ReƟrement – Todd Carrico 
This presentaƟon seeks to idenƟfy the unique challenges many church musicians face in reƟrement. 
SuggesƟons, resources and strategies for creaƟng and maintaining a passionate, producƟve, and upliŌing 
life will be offered. These years can present deep issues relaƟng to worthiness, mental health, leadership 
and purpose. As we journey through this chapter of our lives, we seek to end each day in a place of 
graƟtude and fulfillment. 

Monday, 11:00-11:45 am [Alumni] 
Tuesday, 9:00-9:45 am [Victory Bell] 

Leading Paperless Music in Worship – Ana Hernández 
What tunes, Ɵps, and pracƟces help to expand and deepen the parƟcipaƟon of the assembly without 
disrupƟng the liturgical flow? How do we invite improvisaƟon and deep listening in worship? 

Monday, 11:00-11:45 am [Victory Bell] 
Tuesday, 9:00-9:45 am [Alumni] 

Meaningful Music: SelecƟng Classical Piano Repertoire for Worship – Nicole Lee 
How do you select piano music for different parts of the Worship service? During this workshop, we will 
explore many pieces in the Classical Piano repertoire which can provide purpose and meaning throughout 
the seasons of the church year, enhancing the worship experience. 

Monday, 11:00-11:45 am [Ballrooms] 
Tuesday, 9:00-9:45 am [Ballrooms] 

Workshops 
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Musings about MuseScore – Joel Stoppenhagen 
NotaƟon and engraving have a profound effect on how music is read and performed by choirs, 
instrumentalists, and congregaƟons. In this workshop, we will discuss the pracƟcal uses of the newly-
updated free notaƟon soŌware MuseScore for church musicians and how you can set up stylisƟc 
parameters to achieve beauƟful results. Even if you use other notaƟon programs like Finale or Sibelius, 
you will find some useful Ɵps and tricks here. Topics covered will include seƫng up choral scores, creaƟng 
readable parts for instrumentalists, notaƟng simplified chant and Anglican chant, transferring graphics to 
worship folders, and much more. 

Wednesday, 1:15-2:00 pm [Victory Bell] 
Wednesday, 4:00-4:45 pm [Helge Rehearsal Room] 

Nurturing the CongregaƟon’s Voice from the Organ Bench: Tips, Tricks, and Your Stories –
 Julie Grindle 
This workshop will focus on the organ and how it supports congregaƟonal song. Come with your 
quesƟons and your stories as we review some fundamentals, and think creaƟvely about supporƟng 
congregaƟonal and choral singing from the bench. 

Wednesday, 1:15-2:00 pm [Bauer - in VU Center for the Arts] 
Wednesday, 4:00-4:45 pm [Bauer - in VU Center for the Arts] 

Peek Inside the LSM Worship “Laboratory” – LSM Faculty 
How does LSM plan some 40 liturgies across four weeks? How does a large worship team think through 
myriad choices about songs, texts, stylisƟc diversity, training of worship leaders, and more for an 
intergeneraƟonal teaching community with diverse experiences of faith and music? How is the received 
wisdom of the church’s music balanced with contemporary needs and expressions? Those interested in 
such quesƟons—and all who are curious to know more about how LSM works—are invited to aƩend a 
daily meeƟng of the LSM worship staff. Like an “open rehearsal,” this “open meeƟng” allows conference 
aƩendees to glimpse some of the inner workings of the “laboratory” model of worship at LSM. If Ɵme 
allows, worship staff will also be available for conversaƟon and discussion. 

Monday, 10:00-10:45 am [Helge MulƟpurpose Room] 
Tuesday, 10:00-10:45 am [Helge MulƟpurpose Room] 

Raising Our Voices: Nurturing Children to Fully ParƟcipate in the Worshiping 
Community – Ruth Sall 
From acolytes to lay readers, liturgical dancers to greeters and ushers, children and youth can be an 
integral part of the worship life of a congregaƟon. CreaƟve engagement of children through leadership 
opportuniƟes and age-appropriate roles liŌs their voice in the congregaƟon and offers everyone new 
opportuniƟes to experience God reflected through them. 

Wednesday, 1:15-2:00 pm [Suite 200] 
Wednesday, 4:00-4:45 pm [Brown and Gold] 

Workshops 



 

 

13 

The Role of the Choir: Then, Now, and Future – Alexa Doebele 
The role of the choir during Lutheran worship has conƟnued to evolve over Ɵme. This session will 
examine what role the choir served at the beginning of the ReformaƟon, the evoluƟon of that role to 
where we are now, and avenues in which the choir might serve the Church in the future. 

Wednesday, 1:15-2:00 pm [Brown and Gold] 
Wednesday, 4:00-4:45 pm [Suite 200] 

Seen and Unseen: The Visual Arts in Worship – Linda WiƩe Henke and Sara Nordling 
The presentaƟon will explore some of the diverse ways that visual arƟsts can partner with pastors and 
musicians to enhance proclamaƟon of the Word and enrich the assembly’s worship.  The presentaƟon 
will be complemented by rich images and will include opportuniƟes for parƟcipants to pose quesƟons 
and share experiences about the incorporaƟon of visual art in their own worship seƫngs. 

This presentaƟon is possible thanks to the sponsorship of the Center for Church Music. 
Wednesday, 1:15-2:00 pm [Alumni] 
Wednesday, 4:00-4:45 pm [Alumni] 

This Far by Faith at 25 – Barry Bobb and John Nunes 
The publicaƟon of This Far by Faith in 1999 was a historic moment—the first African American Lutheran 
liturgical and hymnal resource in the USA. Though it drew from two millennia of ChrisƟan tradiƟon, it was 
the culminaƟon of ten years of intensive, energeƟc, and thoughƞul deliberaƟon. As a result, it has stood 
the test of Ɵme, valuably and viably contribuƟng to the worship of all Lutherans. Two of the many 
parƟcipants in the development of This Far by Faith reflect on the significance of its publicaƟon and its 
enduring legacy. 

Wednesday, 1:15-2:00 pm [Ballrooms] 
Wednesday, 4:00-4:45 pm [Ballrooms] 

Understanding Copyrights – Mark Lawson 
This session will deal with the many and various issues surrounding the use of copyrighted materials, how 
to properly get permission for use and reporƟng use. 

Monday, 11:00-11:45 am [Heritage] 
Tuesday, 9:00-9:45 am [Brown and Gold] 

Using Percussion in Worship – David Eyler 
This session will focus on the many and varied uses of percussion instruments in the ever changing 
tradiƟonal and contemporary worship service. Many resources will be offered and useful playing 
techniques demonstrated. 

Monday, 11:00-11:45 am [Bauer - in VU Center for the Arts] 
Tuesday, 9:00-9:45 pm [Bauer - in VU Center for the Arts] 

Workshops 
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In addiƟon to individual workshops, registrants will be able to aƩend in-depth learning sessions on a 
variety of topics. These sessions are 90 minutes long and typically consist of mulƟple sessions with each 
session building on the previous. ParƟcipants will benefit the most by staying with the same topic rather 
than jumping to the second session of a different track. 
 
 Monday, July 22 Tuesday, July 23 Wednesday, July 24 Thursday, July 25 
 SESSION I SESSION II SESSION III SESSION IV 
 2:00-3:30 pm 2:00-3:30 pm 9:00-10:30 am 9:00-10:30 am 
 

Composing for the Church – Anne Krentz Organ 
This is a two-session track. 

Are you interested in wriƟng music for use in the church? These sessions will encourage you to tap into 
your creaƟvity. ParƟcipants will be invited to compose a short sung refrain in session one, “CraŌing a 
melody for the assembly to sing,” and to compose a descant in session two, “CraŌing a decant for 
instrument or voice.” 

Monday, 2:00-3:30 pm [Alumni] 
Tuesday, 2:00-3:30 pm [Alumni] 

CreaƟve Use of Handbells/Handchimes in Worship – David VanderMeer 
This is a one-session track offered twice. 

We will explore how handbells and handchimes can be incorporated into the worship liturgy. Resources 
will be shared using Bell Trees, Hymn IntroducƟons, Necrology, Psalms, Bell Descants, Singing Bells, 
Random Ringing, and much more! 

Wednesday, 9:00-10:30 am [Helge Rehearsal Room] 
Thursday, 9:30-10:30 am [UndercroŌ—basement of the Chapel of the ResurrecƟon] 

Crossings: The Journey of the St. John Passion – Chad Fothergill 
This in-depth learning track (one session offered twice) begins with a closer look at the contexts in which 
Bach composed the St. John Passion: Where did musical seƫngs of the Passion originate, and what did 
Good Friday liturgies look and sound like in Leipzig before Bach’s arrival in 1723? How did Bach both 
follow and depart from exisƟng expectaƟons? Following an overview of the Passion’s key features, we 
then follow its journey through subsequent decades: How was this seƫng understood in the nineteenth 
century and beyond? What pracƟces or ways of thinking can the Passion—as well as many of Bach’s 
cantatas—model for pastors, cantors, and worshiping communiƟes today? 

Monday, 2:00-3:30 pm [Suite 200] 
Tuesday, 2:00-3:30 pm [Brown and Gold] 
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Empowering Your Musicians and Gesture: A SupporƟng Role – Shannon Gravelle 
This group of sessions focuses on giving the singers in your churches what they need to succeed. The 
“Empowering Your Musicians” session will provide vocal exercises and rehearsal strategies that 
conductors will be able to bring back to their choir and immediately employ, addressing topics such as 
vowel alignment, subdivisional pulse, changing voices, sight-reading and rhythm skills, and vulnerability in 
text analysis. The goal is to encourage musicians in their musical growth, creaƟng meaningful, musical 
experiences for parƟcipants. Empowering Your Musicians is not only for the singers we have in the choir, 
but empowering the musicians in the congregaƟon (ie… everyone). 

Conductors of all comfort-levels will benefit from the “Gesture: A SupporƟng Role” session! ParƟcipants 
will review the purpose of gesture, idenƟfy common piƞalls that prevent clear communicaƟon, 
parƟcipate in “conducƟng warm-ups,” and have the opportunity to sing and conduct while receiving real-
Ɵme feedback on their gesture. Expect to gain ways to modify your gesture that will support your 
musicians. 

Wednesday, 9:00-10:30 pm [Harre Union Ballrooms] 
Thursday, 9:00-10:30 am [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

Glad Praises We Sing! Service Playing PracƟcum for Pianists – Stacie Lightner 
This is a two-session track.  

A two-session workshop designed for pianists of all levels. Refresh and renew your leadership of 
congregaƟonal song from the piano, exploring topics like tempo, breathing, rhythmic enlivening, and text 
painƟng. Part of one session will be dedicated to organ playing basics for pianists. Learn by doing or by 
observing. AcƟve parƟcipants will be sent a packet of hymns to prepare in advance as we work together 
to build skills for leading the church’s song. 

Wednesday, 9:00-10:30 am [Bauer—in VU Center for the Arts] 
Thursday, 9:00-10:30 am [Helge Rehearsal Room] 

Lutheran Worship in a New Key – Chris Clay 
This two-session track is designed to help leaders invigorate and enrich band-led worship within the 
Lutheran tradiƟon. Embracing the vibrant spirit of modern worship while honoring Lutheran heritage, this 
workshop delves into best pracƟces, creaƟve approaches, and sustainable strategies for fostering 
dynamic worship experiences. ParƟcipants will explore the diverse landscape of modern worship, with a 
focus on authenƟcity, creaƟvity, and theological depth. From selecƟng repertoire to refining musical 
arrangements, from culƟvaƟng engaging worship atmospheres to nurturing congregaƟonal parƟcipaƟon, 
this workshop equips worship leaders, musicians, and pastors with pracƟcal tools and theological insights 
to enhance their worship ministries. 

Through this interacƟve session, collaboraƟve discussions, and hands-on exercises, aƩendees will 
discover how to infuse their worship services with freshness, relevance, and spiritual vitality while staying 
true to Lutheran values and tradiƟons. Whether you’re a seasoned worship leader seeking new 
inspiraƟon or a newcomer eager to learn, “Lutheran Worship in a New Key” offers a blend of tradiƟon 
and innovaƟon to elevate your worship experience to new heights. 

Wednesday, 9:00-10:30 am [Alumni] 
Thursday, 9:00-10:30 am [Brown and Gold] 

In-Depth Learning Sessions 
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Rewarding Rehearsals: Meaningful Enrichment for Children’s Choir Directors – Ruth Sall 
This is a two-session track.  

Caring for children’s choir programs is more than anthem planning. A good rehearsal includes details that 
go beyond music learning. A great rehearsal incorporates energy, creaƟvity, joy, and deep care for the 
spiritual development of young singers. Learn pracƟcal skills for culƟvaƟng a choir program that nurtures 
children as they grow in age, in faith, and in song. 

Monday, 2:00-3:30 pm [Helge Rehearsal Room] 
Tuesday, 2:00-3:30 pm [Helge Rehearsal Room] 

Sound Forth God’s Praise! Service Playing PracƟcum for Organists – Stacie Lightner 
This is a two-session track.  

A two-session workshop designed for organists of all levels. Refresh and renew your leadership of 
congregaƟonal song, exploring topics like tempo, breathing, registraƟon, introducƟons, psalm 
accompaniment, and pracƟce techniques. Learn by doing or by observing. AcƟve parƟcipants will be sent 
a packet of hymns to prepare in advance as we work together to build skills for leading the church’s song. 

Monday, 2:00-3:30 pm [Bauer—in VU Center for the Arts] 
Tuesday, 2:00-3:30 pm [Bauer—in VU Center for the Arts] 

Tune Up for Church Musicians – Craig Mueller 
This is a two-session track.  

Come ponder anew the important role of music and ritual in forming the assembly as the body of Christ. 
In addiƟon to insights from the presenter, parƟcipants are invited to bring quesƟons, challenges, and 
examples from their ministry seƫngs. Topics will include: resources for liturgical planning, especially 
congregaƟonal song; the art of selecƟng hymns and liturgical music for parƟcular Sundays and occasions; 
maneuvering through what is essenƟal and opƟonal in the liturgy; working with clergy and worship 
commiƩees; issues of hospitality and diversity; and the role of aestheƟcs and beauty amid different tastes 
and preferences in the congregaƟon. 

Wednesday, 9:00-10:30 am [Brown and Gold] 
Thursday, 9:00-10:30 am [Alumni] 

We Worship with Our Eyes, Too: Liturgical/Visual Arts in the Church – David VanderMeer 
This is a two-session track.  

This seminar offering will explain the importance of Liturgical/Visual Arts in the context of worship. How 
does your faith community become involved in creaƟng art for your worship space? Several examples will 
be given. AddiƟonally, a separate seminar will be offered to create art for the closing Worship Service  
of ALCM. 

Monday, 2:00-3:30 pm [Brown and Gold] 
Tuesday, 2:00-3:30 pm [Suite 200] 

In-Depth Learning Sessions 
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Thomas Bandar currently serves as ExecuƟve and ArƟsƟc Director of 
the Lutheran Summer Music Academy and FesƟval and maintains 
acƟve parallel careers as an arts administrator, violist, and music 
educator. Through his successive leadership roles at the Aspen 
Music FesƟval and School and the CurƟs InsƟtute of Music—where 
he served as Associate Dean—he has guided an enƟre generaƟon of 
giŌed young musicians through their music educaƟon and transiƟon 
to life as professional musicians. Thomas is a frequent guest arƟst at 
universiƟes and conservatories around the country and can oŌen be 
heard performing with the Minnesota Opera Orchestra. 

ExecuƟve and ArƟsƟc Director,  
Lutheran Summer Music Academy & FesƟval 

 

Barry Bobb has served as a junior high and high school teacher in 
Lutheran schools and has been an acƟve church musician and 
composer for many years. For 16 years he served in various 
capaciƟes at Concordia Publishing House in St. Louis. In reƟrement 
he works as the volunteer director of the Center for Church Music, 
located at Concordia University Chicago. 

This Far by Faith at 25 
Wednesday, 1:15-2:00 pm [Harre Union Ballrooms] 
Wednesday, 4:00-4:45 pm [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

 

 

Todd Carrico has served the church in full-Ɵme Music Ministry for 
over 40 years and has recently reƟred from his posiƟon at Faith 
Lutheran Church in Glen Ellyn, IL. In 1997 he founded the Cantate 
Domino Choir School in Toledo and from 2005 unƟl 2017 served as 
the Accompanist and Associate Conductor of the Lutheran Youth 
Choir InternaƟonal.  He has played organ concerts in Hungary at the 
Szeged Cathedral and at the St. Anna Church in Budapest.  Todd 
holds degrees from Valparaiso University in organ performance and 
in choral conducƟng from the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. 

To Infinity and Beyond: Soaring through ReƟrement 
Monday, 11:00-11:45 am [Alumni] 
Tuesday, 9:00-9:45 am [Victory Bell] 
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Chris Clay is a lifelong Lutheran and a worship leader who has served 
the church on every level from the local parish to naƟonal and 
churchwide events. He currently serves as Director of Contemporary 
Worship and InnovaƟve Technologies at North Avenue Presbyterian 
Church in downtown Atlanta, GA. 

Band-led Worship 
Wednesday, 9:00-10:30 am [Alumni] 
Thursday, 9:00-10:30 am [Brown and Gold] 

 

 
Christopher Cock is Senior Research Professor in Music at Valparaiso 
University. As Director of the Bach InsƟtute at Valparaiso from 2001-
2022, he led mulƟple performances of all of Bach’s major works and 
numerous cantatas. This disƟnguished conducƟng experience 
combined with his criƟcally acclaimed performances as a Bach 
Evangelist have made him one of America’s foremost experts on the 
music of J. S. Bach. 

ArƟsƟc Director and Conductor 
Bach Collegium Valparaiso 
St. John Passion Conductor 
Wednesday, 7:30 pm [Chapel of the ResurrecƟon] 

Plenary 
Tuesday, 10:45-11:45 am [Harre Union Ballrooms] 
 

Michael D. Costello is the Cantor at Grace Lutheran Church in River 
Forest, Illinois, and is the ArƟsƟc Director of Chicago Choral ArƟsts, a 
professional chorus specializing in works of contemporary 
composers and the German Baroque. At Grace Costello directs the 
Bach Cantata Vespers ministry, now in its 53rd year, has conducted 
nearly 100 of Bach’s cantatas and Bach’s St. John Passion, St. 
MaƩhew Passion, Mass in B Minor, and Christmas Oratorio. As a 
baritone, Costello sings with Grant Park Music FesƟval in Chicago 
and St. Charles Singers. A graduate of Lenoir-Rhyne University in 
Hickory, NC, and Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary in 
Columbia, SC, Costello has choral and organ works published by 
MorningStar Music, Augsburg Fortress, and Concordia Publishing 
House, among others. 

Cantatas in Context 
Monday, 11:00-11:45 am [Brown and Gold] 
Tuesday, 9:00-9:45 am [Suite 200] 

 

Presenters 
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Alexa Doebele is professor of music, director of choral acƟviƟes, and 
director of graduate church music at Concordia University WI where 
she conducts three choirs in addiƟon to teaching undergraduate and 
graduate courses in music educaƟon, conducƟng, and choral 
literature.  She is a frequent clinician, adjudicator, and guest conductor, 
is acƟve as an editor of choral music, and she is also acƟve as both a 
solo and choral singer. Prior to her arrival in Wisconsin, Dr. Doebele 
served as the Director of Music at Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Wheat 
Ridge, CO and since then has served as interim choir director at 
churches in the Milwaukee area. 

The Role of the Choir: Then, Now, and Future 
Wednesday, 1:15-2:00 pm [Brown and Gold] 
Wednesday, 4:00-4:45 pm [Suite 200] 
 

David Eyler started as director of percussion studies at Concordia 
College in 1987. He was director of the Concordia Percussion Ensemble 
and Marimba Choir unƟl his reƟrement in 2023. These two groups have 
released three compact discs: “Wood, Metal, Skin,” “Reckless,” and 
Christmas Favorites.” Eyler has a broad background in both public 
school and college teaching. He has directed elementary through high 
school concert and marching bands, university wind ensembles, been 
assistant conductor of the Louisiana State University Symphony 
Orchestra, acƟng director of Percussion Studies at Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania, and director of The Concordia College Jazz Ensemble. 

Using Percussion in Worship 
Monday, 11:10-11:55 am [Bauer - in VU Center for the Arts] 
Tuesday, 9:00-9:45 am [Bauer - in VU Center for the Arts] 
 

Chad Fothergill is a keyboardist and historian who serves the church as 
a musician, teacher, writer, and composer. He is author of Sing with All 
the People of God: A Handbook for Church Musicians and has 
contributed both wriƟngs and composiƟons to several worship 
resources. Chad presently serves as chapel organist at Duke University 
Chapel, assists with weekday liturgies at Duke Divinity School, and is 
cantor to the Lutheran Summer Music community. Prior to his 
appointment at Duke, he was interim co-director of the InsƟtute of 
Liturgical Studies at Valparaiso University, past editor of the ALCM 
journal CrossAccent, and taught at Gustavus Adolphus College and the 
University of Delaware. 

Cantor, Lutheran Summer Music Academy & FesƟval 
Crossings: The Journey of the St. John Passion 
Monday, 2:00-3:30 pm [Helge MulƟpurpose Room] 
Tuesday, 2:00-3:30 pm [Helge MulƟpurpose Room] 

Presenters 
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Shannon Gravelle is Director of Choral AcƟviƟes at University of 
Wisconsin Oshkosh. Her current research examines how idenƟty, 
gesture, and pedagogy intersect; advocacy and equity are important 
components of her research. She has served as a church music 
director, choral conductor, hand bell conductor, pianist, and vocal 
soloist, and her publicaƟons can be found in Notes, Carolina Caroler, 
The Choral Scholar, ChoralNet, and The Choral Journal. In addiƟon to 
conducƟng and scholarly acƟviƟes, she enjoys singing, playing piano 
and guitar, idenƟfying ways to collaborate with other musicians, 
running, and going to baseball games. 

Empowering Your Musicians and Gesture: A SupporƟng Role 
Wednesday, 9:00-10:30 am [Harre Union Ballrooms] 
Thursday, 9:00-10:30 am [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

Plenary 
Wednesday, 11:30-noon [Harre Union Ballrooms] 
 

Julie Grindle is a lifelong church musician, accompanist and teacher 
now serving as Associate to the Bishop for Candidacy, Roster Care, 
and AdministraƟon in the Upstate NY Synod (ELCA). She is a former 
president of the AssociaƟon of Lutheran Church Musicians and a 
former member of the advisory board to the InsƟtute of Liturgical 
Studies (ILS). She has wriƩen for CrossAccent, In Tempo, Sundays and 
Seasons, Living Lutheran, and the Prelude Planner blog. She lives in 
Baldwinsville, NY with her husband, David. 

Nurturing the CongregaƟon’s Voice from the Organ Bench: Tips, 
Tricks, and Your Stories 
Wednesday, 1:15-2:00 pm [Bauer - in VU Center for the Arts] 
Wednesday, 4:00-4:45 pm [Bauer - in VU Center for the Arts] 
 

Linda WiƩe Henke pastored congregaƟons in the ELCA’s Rocky 
Mountain Synod prior to developing a pracƟce focused on liturgical 
art that resulted in the compleƟon of more than 80 commissions for 
churches and church agencies. She has also exhibited her exploratory 
work in hundreds of venues in Europe, Asia, and throughout the 
United States. A resident of Wesƞield, IN ,Henke is in frequent 
demand as a writer and presenter on topics related to liturgical arts 
and worship. 

Linda WiƩe Henke’s presence at the conference is sponsored by 
the Center for Church Music. 

Seen and Unseen: The Visual Arts in Worship 
Wednesday, 1:15-2:00 pm [Alumni] 
Wednesday, 4:00-4:45 pm [Alumni] 

Presenters 
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Ana Hernández is a composer/arranger, workshop facilitator, 
theomusicologist, songleader, and author. She travels around 
collaboraƟng with groups small and large to deepen community and 
create beauƟful liturgies in many different styles. Ana’s work aims to 
bring each of us to a sustainable place in terms of showing up, being 
present, and listening generaƟvely, so we can remember how 
beloved we all are. 

Leading Paperless Music in Worship 
Monday, 11:00-11:45 am [Victory Bell] 
Tuesday, 9:00-9:45 am [Alumni] 

 

Mark W. Lawson is President of ECS Publishing Group, parent 
company for E.C. Schirmer, Galaxy Music CorporaƟon, and 
MorningStar Music Publishers. Mr. Lawson is responsible for 
publicaƟon development, strategic focus, and management of the 
three publishing imprints as well as for ARSIS Audio. ECS controls the 
rights to more than 20,000 copyrights and publishes music and 
books for schools, churches, professional ensembles, and opera 
companies. Mr. Lawson currently serves on the execuƟve board of 
Chorus America. He is acƟve in the NaƟonal Music Publishers 
AssociaƟon and the Church Music Publishers AssociaƟon. 

Understanding Copyrights 
Monday, 11:00-11:45 am [Heritage] 
Tuesday, 9:00-9:45 am [Brown and Gold] 

 

Nicole Lee is an acƟve pianist and chamber musician. She has 
degrees in Piano Performance from the University of Southern 
California and has performed extensively throughout the US and 
Canada. Earlier this spring, Ms. Lee performed as guest soloist with 
the Fox Valley Symphony Orchestra under Maestro Kevin SüƩerlin. 
She is currently on the music faculty at Valparaiso University and at 
LSM. 

Meaningful Music: SelecƟng Classical Piano Repertoire for Worship 
Monday, 11:00-11:45 am [Harre Union Ballrooms] 
Tuesday, 9:00-9:45 am [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

 

Presenters 
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Stacie Lightner is the Cantor at St. Paul-ReformaƟon Lutheran 
Church in St. Paul, MN where she plays organ and piano and directs 
the Chancel Choir and Wings of Grace handbell choir. She holds 
degrees in organ and church music from The University of Kansas 
and a doctorate in organ performance from McGill University in 
Montreal. She is a Minister of Word and Service in the ELCA and 
member of the Deaconess Community of the ELCA. 

Sound Forth God’s Praise! Service Playing PracƟcum for Organists 
Monday, 2:00-3:30 pm [Bauer - in VU Center for the Arts] 
Tuesday, 2:00-3:30 pm [Bauer - in VU Center for the Arts] 

Glad Praises We Sing! Service Playing PracƟcum for Pianists 
Wednesday, 9:00-10:30 am [Bauer - in VU Center for the Arts] 
Thursday, 9:00-10:30 am [Helge Rehearsal Room] 

 

Craig Mueller has served as pastor of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Chicago since 1999. He is also auxiliary professor of spiritual 
formaƟon and church administraƟon at the Lutheran School of 
Theology at Chicago. Mueller is author of Any Body There? Being 
Human in a Digital Age; Soli Deo Gloria: Choir DevoƟons for Year A; 
and liturgical texts and other worship materials for Augsburg 
Fortress. In addiƟon, he was primary compiler for Indexes for 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship and All CreaƟon Sings, which includes 
a list of hymns for each Sunday and fesƟval in the church year. Pr. 
Mueller has strong connecƟons with Lutheran Summer Music, the 
AssociaƟon of Lutheran Church Musicians, and the InsƟtute of 
Liturgical Studies. 

Tune Up for Church Musicians 
Monday, 2:00-3:30 pm [Harre Union Ballrooms] 
Tuesday, 2:00-3:30 pm [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

Tune Up for Presiders and Preachers 
Wednesday, 9:00-10:30 am [Brown and Gold] 
Thursday, 9:00-10:30 am [Alumni] 

Presenters 
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Katherine Museus is the University Pastor (ELCA) of Valparaiso 
University. Prior to joining the Valpo team she served as Associate 
Pastor of St. Andrew Lutheran Church in Franklin, TN. Kate holds an 
M.Div. from Vanderbilt University and an M.A. in History of 
ChrisƟanity from Luther Seminary. 

Presider, Closing Worship 
Thursday, 11:00 am-12:15 pm [Chapel of the ResurrecƟon] 

 

 

 

Fred Niedner is the Senior Research Professor in Theology at 
Valparaiso University, where he taught biblical studies and Hebrew 
language from 1973 to 2014. These days he leads retreats, teaches 
in various seƫngs (but no longer gives grades), and contributes to 
various publicaƟons and projects that serve the ministry of 
preaching. 

Preacher, Opening Worship 
Monday, 4:00-5:15 pm [Chapel of the ResurrecƟon] 

  

 

Sara Nordling is a deaconess in the LC-MS whose ministry finds 
expression both as an instructor and as a pracƟcing arƟst. A resident 
of Fort Wayne, IN, she is a pracƟcing arƟst and weaver who 
maintains an acƟve commission schedule for projects purposed for 
liturgical use. 

Sara Nordling’s presence at the conference is sponsored by 
the Center for Church Music. 

Seen and Unseen: The Visual Arts in Worship 
Wednesday, 1:15-2:00 pm [Alumni] 
Wednesday, 4:00-4:45 pm [Alumni] 

Presenters 
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John Arthur Nunes is a pastor in Santa Monica, CA,and a Senior 
Fellow at the Center for Religion, Culture, and Democracy. Formerly 
he served as the President of Concordia College and the President 
and CEO of Lutheran World Relief. He and Monique, his wife, reside 
in Southern California where she serves as a Director in Student 
Affairs at Concordia University Irvine. 

This Far by Faith at 25 
Wednesday, 1:15-2:00 pm [Harre Union Ballrooms] 
Wednesday, 4:00-4:45 pm [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

Preacher, Closing Worship 
Thursday, 11:00 am-12:15 pm [Chapel of the ResurrecƟon] 
 

Anne Krentz Organ serves as Director of Music Ministries at St. 
Luke’s Lutheran Church in Park Ridge, IL. Her responsibiliƟes include 
worship planning, service playing, and direcƟon of the choral and 
instrumental music program which includes adult and youth choirs, 
a handbell choir, and a variety of instrumental ensembles. She holds 
degrees from Valparaiso University, the University of Illinois, and 
Concordia University Chicago. Her choral, handbell, organ, and 
piano composiƟons are published by Abingdon Press, Augsburg 
Fortress, Choristers Guild, Concordia Publishing House, Hope 
Publishing Company, and MorningStar Music Publishers. Anne is a 
past-president of ALCM. 

Composing for the Church 
Monday, 2:00-3:30 pm [Alumni] 
Tuesday, 2:00-3:30 pm [Alumni] 
 

Nancy Raabe is pastor of Grace Lutheran Church in Haƞield, PA. 
With her husband Bill, she has been a member of ALCM for more 
than three decades. Having formerly served churches in Ohio and 
Wisconsin in music ministry, in her first call Nancy took on the dual 
roles of solo pastor and organist (which she does not recommend). 
Before coming on to the ALCM board, Nancy was PublicaƟons Chair 
and founding editor of In Tempo, and has contributed to many 
devoƟonal and musical resources for the church. 

Presider, Opening Worship 
Monday, 4:00-5:15 pm [Chapel of the ResurrecƟon] 

 

Presenters 
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Ruth Sall is Director of ChrisƟan EducaƟon and Children’s Music at 
Abington Presbyterian Church in Abington, PA. She leads choirs for 
elementary aged children and older youth as well as weekly music 
exploraƟon for preschoolers. Ruth brings abiding energy to a 
holisƟc approach to faith development for children through word 
and music, using many different paths to help children find their 
true expression of faith and worship. Her care for young people is 
evident as she employs creaƟvity, learning, singing, reading, 
movement, and drama to help them find their voice, to discover a 
connecƟon to their Creator, and to build a foundaƟon of scripture 
through text. 

Raising Our Voices: Nurturing Children to Fully ParƟcipate in  
the Worshiping Community 
Wednesday, 1:15-2:00 pm [Suite 200] 
Wednesday, 4:00-4:45 pm [Brown and Gold] 

Rewarding Rehearsals: Meaningful Enrichment for  
Children’s Choir Directors 
Monday, 2:00-3:30 pm [Helge Rehearsal Room] 
Tuesday, 2:00-3:30 pm [Helge Rehearsal Room] 
 

Joel Stoppenhagen is an organist and church musician based in Fort 
Wayne, IN. He holds a degree in music educaƟon from Valparaiso 
University and will begin graduate studies in sacred music this fall. 
Joel shares his enthusiasm for church music as a member of the 
worship staff at Lutheran Summer Music. 

Musings about MuseScore 
Wednesday, 1:15-2:00 pm [Victory Bell] 
Wednesday, 4:00-4:45 pm [Helge Rehearsal Room] 

 

 

Naomi Tracy-Hegg is a homeschooler from Grand Marais, MN. 
She’s an organist and pianist and oŌen contributes music to her 
church (whether she wants to or not—that’s what happens when 
your music teacher is also the pastor and church musician!). She 
also parƟcipates in her community’s annual Christmas orchestra 
and chorale. This is Naomi’s second year at LSM. In her spare Ɵme, 
she’s an avid canoer and climate acƟvist. 

Plenary 
Wednesday, 11:30 am-noon [Harre Union Ballrooms] 

 

Presenters 
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David A. VanderMeer is currently Minister of Music and Fine Arts at 
First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor, MI. Prior to moving to Ann 
Arbor, Dave served for 18 years as Minister of Music and Fine Arts at 
Central Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, GA. Dave has been in full-
Ɵme church music for over 42 years and has served churches in New 
Jersey, Texas, Georgia and now Michigan, his home state. Dave is 
naƟonally known as a handbell clinician/conductor and has served as 
Conference Directors for various Worship and Music Conferences for 
the Presbyterian AssociaƟon of Musicians (PAM). Dave is past 
president of PAM and is currently the Vice President of the PAM 
Great Lakes Region. Dave has a passion for creaƟve and authenƟc 
worship, visual and liturgical arts, and choral/handbell music. In his 
spare Ɵme, Dave enjoys cooking, entertaining, reading, traveling, 
and enjoying grandsons. 

We Worship with Our Eyes, Too: Liturgical/Visual Arts in  
the Church 
Monday, 2:00-3:30 pm [Brown and Gold] 
Tuesday, 2:00-3:30 pm [Suite 200] 

CreaƟve Use of Handbells/Handchimes in Worship 
Wednesday, 9:00-10:30 am [Helge Rehearsal Room] 
Thursday, 9:00-10:30 am [UndercroŌ - basement of the  
Chapel of the ResurrecƟon] 

Presenters 
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300-year Anniversary 
Wed., July 24, 2024 – 7:30 pm 
Chapel of the ResurrecƟon, 

Valparaiso University 
Bach Collegium Valparaiso 

Christopher M. Cock,  
ArƟsƟc Director and Conductor 

 

During the 2024 conference, parƟcipants will have opportuniƟes to Ponder Anew the call to nurture and 
serve the church’s song today while also considering those ways the people have given musical voice to 
the gospel throughout the ages. ParƟcipants will be invited to examine the work of church music and 
how, though conƟnually made new, it is grounded in the constancy that is Spirit-driven grace given freely 
from God through the life, death, and resurrecƟon of Jesus. Such tension between novelty and tradiƟon 
will perhaps be held up most clearly in what is the highlight of the conference at Valparaiso University: a 
300th anniversary presentaƟon of J. S. Bach’s St. John Passion. 

This presentaƟon marries the new and the old and represents the gathering of several different 
communiƟes of musicians to proclaim the gospel. The core ensemble of our celebraƟon will be an 
orchestra of period instruments and a vocal ensemble which will be sure to delight the ear. While 
honoring the historically-informed nature of this performance, ALCM and LSM will join this professional 
group in singing chorales and choruses of the work, creaƟng a presentaƟon that involves all who are 
present. Drawing together these three groups of people into one will be a physical and aural 
representaƟon of the church of the past, present, and future. 

The Bach Collegium Valparaiso is an ensemble composed of the finest period instrument and vocal forces 
in the Chicago area. The mission of BCV is to perform the great masterworks of the 16th - 18th centuries 
with aƩenƟon to historically informed pracƟce and the highest standards of musical performance. 

St. John Passion Conductor  
At the helm of this mulƟ-
ensemble, mulƟ-generaƟonal 
celebraƟon is Christopher Cock, 
Senior Research Professor in 
Music at Valparaiso University. 
As Director of the Bach InsƟtute 
at Valparaiso from 2001-2022, 
he led mulƟple performances of 
all of Bach’s major works and 
numerous cantatas. This 
disƟnguished conducƟng 
experience combined with his 
criƟcally acclaimed 

performances as a Bach Evangelist have made him one of America’s 
foremost experts on the music of J. S. Bach. 

This celebraƟon of Bach’s St. 
John Passion would have been 
impossible were it not for the 
generous donaƟon given by 
Pauline and John KilƟnen. 

Thank you to Pauline and John 
and to all who support the 
church’s song through their 

work, generosity, and energy.  
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Lutheran Summer Music Rehearsals 
[Chapel of the ResurrecƟon] 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
 9:00-10:10 am – Band 
           1:00-2:10 pm – Choir 
            2:20-3:30 pm – Orchestra 

Thursday 
 9:00–10:10 am – Orchestra 
 1:00–2:10 pm – Choir 
 2:20–3:30 pm – Band 

Lutheran Summer Music (LSM) is the naƟon’s premier faith-based music academy for high school 
students. In addiƟon to advanced musical instrucƟon and numerous performance opportuniƟes, LSM 
offers students the chance to form an intenƟonal community, living together for four weeks on the 
campus of Valparaiso University. Since 1981, this unique and immersive program has guided the lives of 
thousands of young musicians, many of whom credit LSM as the starƟng place for their future careers 
and vocaƟons. 

LSM was established to celebrate and extend the rich musical and liturgical heritage of the Lutheran 
church. Its founders believed that by providing high-quality training and performance opportuniƟes to 
young musicians they could culƟvate a lifelong love of classical and sacred music, thus preserving these 
art forms for generaƟons to come. 
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Chapel of the ResurrecƟon & Helge Center 
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Harre Union—Level 1  
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Harre Union—Level 2  
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Thanks to the following people and organizations for the “many and various ways” they made this 
conference a reality: 

PLANNING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

ALCM 

Adam Hughes, chair 
Cheryl Dieter 

Karen Eddinger 
Nancy Raabe 
Jim Rindelaub 

Michael Schaner 
Lara West 

 

LSM 

Tom Bandar 
Chad Fothergill 
Seth Hartwell 

Joel Stoppenhagen 

EXHIBITORS 

ALCM 2025 Raleigh Durham Conference  
Augsburg Fortress 

Center for Church Music 
Choristers Guild 

Concordia Publishing House 
Concordia University Wisconsin 

ECS MorningStar Music 
Fred Bock Music Company 

GIA Publications 
Hope Publishing  

Institute of Liturgical Studies 
J. W. Pepper 

Northwestern Publishing House 
 

ADVERTISERS 

Associated Pipe Organ Builders of America 
Augsburg Fortress 
Celebrating Grace 

Concordia University Wisconsin 
St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church 

Special thanks to  
Mark and Kathy Helge,  

whose generous giŌ makes livestreaming 
and recording the conference possible! 
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ContribuƟons made in honor of (IHO) and in memory of (IMO) individuals are so noted. We are grateful 
for the support these giŌs have provided to this 2024 conference! 

$50,000 
Mark and Kathy Helge sponsoring virtual 

conference streaming 
Pauline and John KilƟnen sponsoring the St. John 

Passion 
 

$12,000 
The Mundt FoundaƟon sponsoring conference 

promoƟonal invitaƟons 
 

$2,000 
Michael and Linda Krentz 
 

$1,000 
Marshall Bowen and Denise Vanzago 
Cheryl Dieter sponsoring Anne Krentz Organ 
Robert and Linda Kempke 
Nancy & Bill Raabe 
Jim & Stephanie Rindelaub 
 

$1,500 
Augsburg Fortress sponsoring Tuesday evening 

recepƟon 
 

$500 
Donald Jackson sponsoring conference coffee 

breaks 
 

$250 
Lorraine Brugh 
 

$200 
ArleƩa Anderson 
Virginia and Mark Meyer 
Constance Schmalz IMO Valparaiso University 

music during my class years 1961-1965 
 

$100 
Dr. Wallace & Mrs. Joan Horton 
Sally and Josh Messner IHO Valparaiso 

University’s legacy of educaƟng ChrisƟan 
leaders with training in theology and music 

Frederick Niedner, Jr. 
 

$50 
Martha J. Israel 
Dale Loepp 
Michael Schaner 
 

$30 
Susan Sturkie 
 

$10 
Wendy BeƩs 
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  Myrna Andersen 

  ArleƩa Anderson 

  Donald and Mary Armitage  

   † Rev. Mark and KrisƟ Bangert  

  Julie Bedard  

  Robert H. and Ellen J. Bowlin  

  Daniel and Sandra Buendorf 

  Carol and Mark Churchill 

  Miriam M. Deal  

  † A. David Deery 

  * First Lutheran Church of the Trinity, Chicago, IL
 Ronald and Janet Fredriksen 

  Thomas Gerke  

  * Grace Lutheran Church, Bellevue, WA 

  Julie and David Grindle  

  John D. Jahr  

 
(as of June 25, 2024) 

The Covenant Society honors individuals who have included the AssociaƟon of Lutheran Church 
Musicians in their will or estate plans, as well as congregaƟons that have included ALCM in their asset 
disbursement plans. Please consider joining those who support ALCM in this way. 

  Linda and Robert E. Kempke 

  Pauline and John KilƟnen 

  Rev. John D. Morris 

  William A. Mowson 

  Mark and Virginia Meyer 

  Gregory Peterson and Ann Sponberg Peterson 

  Mark W. Pinnick 

  Jim and Stephanie Rindelaub 

   † Norman L. & † Sue A. RiƩer 

  Rev. MarƟn and Barbara Schaefer 

  Thomas and Kathleen Schmidt 

   * St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church,  
    West Milwaukee, WI 

  Sounds of Faith Endowment  

  David S. Thoresen 

† Deceased    * Disbanded 

InformaƟon needed when making plans:  

ALCM; 810 Freeman St.; Valparaiso, IN 46383; ALCM’s EIN: 52-1444489 
 

When including ALCM in your planned giving, please inform the  
ALCM execuƟve director at jimrindelaub@alcm.org  

to be added to the Covenant Society. 
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The ALCM job lisƟng service connects those 
looking for jobs in the field of church music 
with congregaƟons and other insƟtuƟons that 
have job openings. Job lisƟngs are posted on 
the ALCM website, where those looking for 
posiƟons can view them. CongregaƟons  
regularly  report  that the candidates they 
interviewed  and/or hired found the lisƟng on 
the ALCM site.  

There is a $50 fee for lisƟng posiƟons on the 
ALCM site. Fees paid for this service allow 
ALCM to develop pracƟcal educaƟon programs, 
conferences, publicaƟons, and fellowship 
opportuniƟes to support musicians 
in their ministries, allowing ALCM 
to fulfill its mission to nurture and 
equip musicians to serve and lead 
the church’s song.  
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2024 marks the 25th Anniversary of the Raabe Prize for Excellence in Sacred 
Composition. Endowed in 1999 by Dr. William and Pr. Nancy Raabe of Philadelphia, 
this prize is awarded every two years for a single musical work that reflects a larger 

history of excellence on the part of a composer. Its aim is to recognize and encourage significant 
accomplishments in composition contributing to the body of sacred music for the church in the Lutheran 
heritage. As part of the celebration, ALCM is highlighting each prizewinner with a video describing the 
piece, its significance and, where possible, featuring a conversation with the composer.  

—————   RAABE PRIZE WINNERS   ————— 

1999  Robert Buckley Farlee  
 Solemn Reproaches of the Cross 

2001  Richard Proulx  
 We Adore You, O Christ 

2003  Paul Weber  
 Arise, Shine  

2005  John Ferguson  
 Who Is This 

2007  David Cherwien  
 The Souls of the Righteous 

2009  Dan Forrest  
 in paradisum… 

2011  Zebulon Highben  
 Love Is the Key 

2013  Jake Runestad  
 Nada te Turbe 

2015  David Ashley White  
 Spirit, Moving Over Chaos 

2017  Erik Meyer  
 St. John Passion 

2019  Timothy Shaw  
 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary 

2021  Jacob B. Weber  
 FesƟval Gloria 

2023  Tom Trenney  
 From GeneraƟon to GeneraƟon 
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